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h A 
PREFACE 
TO THE! Yai | 
READER. 
[ This Preface was before the Book in Latin. 


OR as much as that excellent lit- 
tle Book of Clemens Alexandri- 
nus, a very learned and antient 

Father, concerning the Salvation of Rich 
Men, hath been loſt for many Ages; 
but at laſt, by the means of Michael Gei- 
ſlerus, was publiſh'd under the Name 
of Origen's, in a place quite beſide the 
purpoſe, (namely, in his Com 5 
upon the Prophecy of Feremiah,) and, 
as if it had not been publiſh'd to this 

Day, it came to the Knowledge bur of 
5 A 2 few: 


4 
* 


5 A Preface to the Reader. 


few: And what is more, being put in 
by Cambefaſianus, in his Auction of the 
Greek Fathers, it ſtill lay hid amongſt 
a parcel of Modern Writers, amongſt 


whom it was put up: I hoped that it 


would not be an unacceptable thing to 
the Learned, if I ſhould make it come 
abroad at laſt under a better, that is, 
its own Authority. The Weight and 
Beauty of the Writing doth not only 
teſtihe that the Work is genuine, but 
the Teſtimony alſo of Euſebius Cæſa- 
rienſis, who in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- 


ty. often commends the Book, and in 


his Third Book, Chap. 23. hath tran- 
ſcribed whole Pages of it; which were 


indeed in the Vatican Manuſcript (to 


Which Copy alone, for any thing we 


know hitherto, we owe the Preſerva- 


tion of this Work) looſely to be met 


rs 5 4 . 8 42 


withal, but were happily {ct in order 
| out of Euſebius. 


Hierom makes mention of this Tract 
in his Catalogue: Vea, and what is 


more, Phot ius alſo not only commends 


it, but hath ſet the beginning of it 
in his Library Code the Hundred and 
l | Re 8 13 w 9 6 C # Sib 0 8 Eleyenth. 


A Preface to the Reader. 
\ Eleventh. So that there is no place 
left to doubt of the State and Author * 
of the Book. | 

In the mean time, I have not re- 
jected the laſt Paragraph, à 4% 77 na 
Js, &c. (that concerning the young 
Man) added by a Bookſeller, who 
ſold this Tra& for an Homily of Ori- 
ger's, and therefore thought well to 
end it with a ſolemn Concluſion. I 
have obſerved elfewhere ſuch things 
done, by this ſort of Men, in ſome 
ſmall Works that were Cyprian's. © 

It will not be needleſs perhaps to 
add, that there was ſome Gaps, or 
empty Places in the Copy, Which 
would puzzle the Reader, that we 
have filfd up with the Addition of 
ſome few Words; but, leſt- thoſe 
things we have added ſhould be mix'd 
with the Genuine, we have diſtin- 
guiſh'd them with a Crotchet, Cthus. 


Whereas this Tract alone would 
not have been big enough for Bind. 
ing, I thought fit to gather the Frag- 
ments of this excellent Writer, that 

925 A 3 were 
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A Preface to the Reader. 


_ were ſcatter'd here and there, to make 
an Addition, that the Reader might 


have for a ſmall Charge, what ſhould 
make up what is wanting in the Edi- 
tions of the Works of Clemens. | 

To this end we have added a ſmall 
Commentary upon the firſt Canonical 
Epiſtle of St. Peter, the Epiſtle of Fade, 
and two Epiſtles of John, which Caſ- 
waorus ſeems to have tranſlated, and 
mention'd in his Book of Divine Wri- 
rings; where he ſaith, that Clemens 
Alexandrinus had Expounded in Greek 
the firſt Epiſtle of St. Peter, the firſt 
and ſecond of John, and that of James, 
(Judt rather.) He adds further, that 
he had (in as much as Clemens hath 
there fpoken many things curiouſly, 
but ſome things again unadviſedly) 


3 cauſed it to be ſo tranſlated into La- 


tin, that by the leaving out ſome Er- 


rors, the Doctrines are more pure, and 
may be more ſafely embraced. He 
cConfeſſeth, without doubt, that he hath 
not ſo much play'd the Interpreter, as 


the Critick: And by this very bad, 
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A Preface to the Reader. 


he took pains to correct the Errors of 
the little Book, he utterly ruin'd its 
Authority. 

This Work, in the Library of the 
Fathers, goes. under the Name of 
Adumbrationum; by which Title it is 
commended by Faber Stapulenſis, in his 
Commentaries upon the Catholick E- 
piſtles : Which Name it has alſo in 
an old Manuſcript Code of Cenobius 
Sanctæ Marie Montis Dei of Philip La- 
bæus, in his diſtin& Hiſtory of the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Writings. | 

do ſuppoſe theſe Commentaries 
were part of Clemenss Hypotypoſeon. 
And *tis fit to believe, that Caſſiodorus, 
who renders 5youd[ix Contextorem, did 
render vue Adumbrationes. 

From the ſame Fountain of his Hy- 
potypoſeùn, we take that excellent Frag- 
ment to be, which the Expoſition of 
Nicetas, a Greek Father, upon Job (pub- 
liſhed ſome Years ago, by PatrickToung, 
out of our Bodleian Library) hath pre- 
ſerved for us: To which thoſe ſuc- 
ceed, which are had in the Expoſi- 
* A 4 tion 


APreface io the Reader. 


tion upon Luke, publiſhed by Corderius 
in Latin. 

Laſtly, We have added (out of the 
Greek Mannſcript Copy of Clemens's 
Pedagogue, Which is kept in the Royal 
Library at London) a Hymn ad Pedago- 
gum, ſubjoin'd to the other, which is 
to be found abroad in Print; which 
indeed a certain Code in the Bodleian 
Library ſets forth under the Title of 
adh the Obſcure. © 

There may be perhaps more of Cle- 
mens's Works to be met withal a- 
mongſt Writers, either in Print or in 
Manuſcripts, which may have eſca | 
our Search; which if the ſtudious Rea- 


der ſhall find, and acquaint us there- 


with, we ſhall account a ſingular Kind- 
neſs: For as much as we reckon it a 
more Holy and Chriſtian-like Buſineſs 
(in this very troubleſome Task which 


we have undertaken) to procure the 


Preſs to reſtore Antient, than for us 
f9 coin New Things, To; 2360 


Hierom 


Hierom's Account, &c. - 


Hierom in his Catalogue — 


Clemens, a Presbyter of the Church 
at Alexandria, the Scholar of Pant æniu, 
after whoſe Deceaſe he kept the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical School at Alexandria; and was 
Maſter of the «71450 Catechiſtical 
School there. His famous Writings, 
full of Inſtruction and Eloquence, treat 
as well of the Holy Scriptures, as of 
the help of Humane Literature : Of 
which are theſe. Eight Books of his 
ceoud]a;. Eight Books of his varſurd- 
o:ov. One Book againſt the Gentiles. 
One Book of the Paſſover. A Diſpute 
about Faſting. One Book, intituled, 
Who is that Rich Man that ſhall be ſaved. 
One Book of Envy or Detraction; and 
another of the Canons of the Church, 
and againſt them that follow the Er- 
rors of the Fews, 


N. B. 


Advertiſement to the Reader, 


N. B. The Words mention d in the fore- 
going Preface (to the Latin Edition) to 
have been added to perfect the Senſe, where 
the Greek Manuſcript was not legible, 
are likewiſe in this Tranſlation marked 
Lebus. ] And the Tranſlator deſigned 
ſome other Remarks, upon the account of 
ſome ſmall Variations, which would be of 
n uſe to the Engliſh Reader, but were 
made for the ſake of the Curious and 
Learned only, therefore were thought need- 
leſs to be Printed. 


THE 


TRANSLATOR 
TQ-TRHE 


READER. 
Chriſtian Reader, 


wil thou haſt already an account of 
| the State and Author of this little 
Bool in the foregoing . Preface, 1 
need not make any further - Apology to 
confirm the Teſtimonies there brought to 
prove it, than that the Tranſlator is there- 
in very plain; and if any one ſhould yet 
have any Scruples about it, let him bat 
read Euſebius, and the other Authors 


= therein mention d, and be may be ſatiſ- 


{| 
1 


fed. 


The Latin Tranſlator and my ſelf had 
two different Aims (as well as Work) in 
| ſetting 


The Tranſlator 


ſetting out this Book: Whereas, he ſays, 
he hoped to be accepted therein by the 
Learned World I hope that the Un- 
learned in the Greek and Latin Tongues 
will accept me, for whoſe Reading I have 
endeavour'd to make it ſpeak intelligible 
Engliſh, (keeping ſtrictly to the Greek 
Copy, Salvo Idiomate Linguæ Angli- 
cane, only with reſpett to the Idioms of 
the Engliſh Tongue) and give the, Senſe 
and, Meaning of the Greek Author in 

plain Scriptural Language. | 
It was obſery'd in the Latin Preface, 
that the laſt Paragraph was inſerted by 
a Bookſeller , and I ſay, ſo perhaps was 
the next foregoing Paragraph alſo, (or at 
leaſt interlaced;) for there is ſome what 
in both that differ in Style and Doctrine 
from the reſt: But, let every my judge 
as they pleaſe, I fairly render d it in- 
to Engliſh juſt as I found it in the 
oo 
The Reader is made alſo to expect, 
next after the Book, ſome Works of Cle- 
mens, by way of Expounding, and Re- 
marks upon the Epiſtles of Peter, James, 
and Jude; But tale notice alſo, that it 
\ is 
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to the Reader. 


i, ſaid, Caſſiodorus tranſlated them into 
Latin, and that (by bis own Confeſſion) 
not fairly: I have not ſet it forth, as not 
having the Original Greek; neither was 
I afraid that the Book would be too little 
for Binding without it. My whole Aim 
and Deſign, Candid Reader, being ra- 
ther to give thee ſomething of good Au- 
thority uſeful for thy Inſtruction, than 4 
great deal of Paper ſtuff d with any thing 


| of Notions, for thy Money. The next 


thing mention'd there, is that which fol- 
lows this Book, as he ſays, out of Nice- 
tas, &c. which I have alſo tranſlated. 
And afterwards, he ſpeaks of ſome of 


 Clemens's Works, the ſame as the for- 


mer, publiſh'd by Corderius in Latin, 
which I have omitted for the Reaſon above-. 
ment ion d. The Hymn: being in Greek 
Verſe, I alſo ſet it in Engliſh. 

I might add ſome of my Thoughts how. 
this Trait came to ſuffer a longer Eclipſe. 
than ſome. others of the Works of Cle- 
mens, throughout the long dark Night. of, . 
Apoſtacy, that came over Chriſtian Buoks,, 
as well as Chriſtianity it ſelf. And in as. 
much as all true Chriſtians, I believe, mall, 


0VZ 


The Tranſlator 
own with me, that Men became not Ene- 
mies to the Croſs of Chriſt, till they had 
endeavour'd to quench in themſelves the 
Light of Chriſt, by which they can only 
ſee to come to God : Then, I ſay, as ſoon 
as they became dark themſelves, they, 
without doubt, ſought to ſtifle all Glim- 
merings of that inward Principle, by ſi- 
tenting or hindring all Books, at leaſt 
thoſe that more remarkably treated of it; 
thereby the better, as having the Key of 
Earthly Knowledge, to db their own 
Traditions. I need ſay no more, ſince 
this Treatiſe ſo often ſpeaks of the Teach- 
ing and Indwelling of the Spirit of God 
in Man; and fo plainly ſhews that that 
ic the Grace of God that bringeth Salua- | 
tion. Therefore, eg 
Friendly Reader, if thou art à Rich 
Man, the very Title of the Book invites 
thee to Read it : And all that IT deſire 
thee by way of Advice is, that thou 
would ſt not be content with only Reading 
of it, but endeavour to put in Practiſe 
alſo the Doftrines therein laid down, and 
to try them by the Scriptures of Truth 
contain'd in the Old and New T. * 3 
an 


to the Reader. 


and by the Light of Chriſt in thine own 
Conſcience ;, and then thou may ſt, if thou 
haſt that true Faith that worketh by Love, 
make a noble Purchaſe in that Market, to 
which Clemens in the XXXIId Paragraph 
of this Traft invites thee. And if thou 
art Poor, the ſame Advice will ſerve ; 


for thou art bid to part with corrupt and 
vile Affections, and to become pure in 


Heart, and thou ſhalt receive of God 
never-fading Riches; which may ſufficient= 
ly ſerve thee for Encouragement to leave 
and forſake all Ungodlineſs and Worldly 
Luſts, and to follow Chriſt to work out 


thy own Salvation with Fear and Trem- 


bling. In which Buſineſs of thy Salva- 
tion, that thou may ſt be profited, whether 
Rich or Poor, (for the Book equally in- 


ſtructs both) was and is the whole Aim 


and Deſign of putting it forth, and the 
hearty Deſire of him that wiſheth the 
Welfare and Salvation of the Souls of all 


en. J 1. 


Clemens 
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Clemens Alexandrinus's 
DISCOURSE 


Concerning 


What Rich Man ſpall be ſeved. 


HEY that beſtow Encomiums 
upon Rich Men, ſcem to me 
juſtly to be accounted, not 

— Flatterers and Servile, as high- 
If pretending to gratifſie Unthankful 
hings; but alſo Impious and Dan- 
gerons. Impious, becauſe neglecting 
to Praiſe and Glorifie the only Per- 

fet and Good God; from . 
whom are all things, avi in Rom. 11. 37. 
whom are all things, and ö 
by whom are all things; they aſcribe 
the Honour [due to his Name] to 
Men „** in [Lſinful and un- 
B clean 
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clean] Living; [thereby] in ſhort, 
lying under the ſenſe of the ludg- 
ments of God. Dangerous alſo, in 
as much as Riches it ſelf is enough 
ta debauch the Souls of its Poſſeſſors, 
and to corrupt and lead them out 
of the Way wherein Salvation is to 
be attain'd, They; on the other hand, 
ſet them a-float, puffing up the Minds 
of Rich Men with a delight of their 
immoderate- Praiſes, eauſing them to 
ſet at nought all other things but 
their Riches, for which they are ad- 
mired: According to the Proverb, 
adding Fire to Fire; heaping Pride up- 
en Pride, caſting a Load upon their 
Treaſures, a heavier Weight upon a 
heavy Element; from which it ought 
rather to be takes away, and cut off, 
as; from a; dangerous and deadly Di- 
2194 Yilo teaſe. He that ſerteth by, 
Mat. 23. 12. and _exajteth himfelf,, ſhall 
«38 ii ech be humbled, aud _ brought 
low, as the Word teachgth. It ap- 
pears to me more. Love. te Mankind, 
than to flatter Rich Men C beyond. 
meaſure,] Cand to praiſe] them —4 
22 8 What 
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what they have done amifs, 5 te- 
rove them with FA@nionitions, and 

r all means E bes green 
rleir Salvation; by ging this o 
God in Prayer, Who affir 80 ant 
gladly ſends fuch things to his Chil- 
dren : (By begging this, L fay) that 
our Saviour by his Grace may heat 
their Souls, by enlightning, and bring 
ing them to the Poſſe on of the 
Truth; Which, whoſbever has recei- 
ved, and manifeſted by Good Works, 
he alone all obtain the Prize of 
feral Life. But a Prayer out of 2 
ſtrong and fervent Mind, ought to 
be continued to the laſt Peribd of 
Life; and the ordering! of whit one 
hath then) to diſpoſe of, - tght- to 
be juſt an& honeſt; tending; to all 
the Commands of 6ur Sa vibr. 


II. Feria. it' is not one” thin 
lone; that hath been the Reaſbn*t 5 
the Salvation of Rich Men is ſuppoſcck 
to be mote difficult than that of the 
Poor, but divers. For ſome havi 
but lightly and haſtily heard - thoſe 

B 2 Words 


(4) 


Words of our Saviour, Mat. 19. 24. 
It is eaſier for a Camel to go through 
the Eye of a Needle, than for a Rich 
Man to enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; deſpairing, as if they ſhould ne- 
ver attain Life; enjoying all things | 
in this World ; and, as if this Life 
only was alotted for them, depend- 
ing wholly upon that, have gone far 
out of the Way that leads to Salva- 
tion; not throughly ſearching, nor 
ſeriouſly weighing, who thoſe Rich 
Men are, of whom our Lord and 
Maſter ſpeaks; nor how, that which 
is. impoſſible with Men, is poſſible 
with God. But others have rightly 
and agreeably underſtood this, yet 
neglecting the Works which lead to 
Salvation, have not made ſufficient 
Preparation, that they might be made 
Partakers of thoſe thiugs that are to 
be hoped for. Both theſe things I 
ſpeak of thoſe Rich Men, that have 
felt the Power of our Saviour, and 
his Excellent Salvation; but I care 
but little for thoſe that are Strangers 


to the Truth. wo 
5 III. There- 


1 


Us) 


III. Therefore it becomes them that 
are [diſpoſed'] to love Truth and the 
Brethren, that they do not obſtinate- 
ly oppoſe Rich Men that are called; 
nor yet agree to them, for the ſake 
of their own proper Gain. Firſt in- 
deed, they ſhould, by the Preaching 
of the Word, drive away their vain 
Fear ; and by a ſuitable Expoſition of 
the Oracles of the Lord, manifeſtly 
ſhew them, that the Inheritance of the 
Kingdom of Heaven is not altogether 
cut off from them, if ſo be they obey 
the Commandments : Then to put 
them in mind, that they were afraid, 
where no Fear was; and that our 
Saviour lovingly receives them, if ſo 
he they are willing. Afterwards to 
ſhew, and give them the firſt-Inſtru- 
ctions, how, and by what Works, as 
well as Aﬀections, they may attain to 
that of Hope, that thoſe things are 
not in any wiſe denied them ; nor, 
on the contrary, to be obtain'd by 
Chance. Burt, as it is in the Caſe of 
Wreſtlers, (to compare Small and 

wo B 3 Cor- 


(6) 

Corruptible Things, with Great and 
Incorruptible,) and let him that is 
Rich in this World apply it to his 
own Canditiqn: For which of them 
if he deſpairs eyer to overcome and 
obtain the Crown, doth. fo much 


35 enter his Name into the Liſt 2 


But he that hath canceivid this Hape 
in his Mind, yet doth not uſe the 
Pains, the Diet, and Exerciſes ſujtahle 
to that Intent, he falls ſhort of the 
row, and his Hope is in vain. So 
let him that abounds in Worldly Sub- 
Rance, neither firſt withdraw himſelf 
from the Tryals and Exerciſes of our 


| Aua boa he believes and un- 


erſtands the Greatneſs of God's Love 
to Mankind: Nor, on the other hand, 
having undergone no Exerciſes nor 
Tryak, let him not hope to receive 
the Crowu of Immortality without 


Pains and Travel. But let him give 
up himſelf to the Word, as to a 
eee and to Chrilt, as 


e Prize-Maſter : Let the New Teſta- 


ment of aur Lord be his appointed 
Neat and Drink; his Exerciſes, the 


Com- 
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(7) 
Commandments; his Adorning and 
Dreſs, good Aﬀections, Love, Faith, 
Hope, Knowledge of the Truth; 
[ Mildneſs, ] Gentleneſs, Clemency, 
Chaſtity: That when the laſt Trum- 
pet ſhall ſound, to begin the Courſe; 


and to go from hence, as from the 


Race of our Life, he may, by the 
Prize-Maſter of a good Conſcience, 
be preſented a Conqueror, manifeſt- 
ly worthy of the Country that is 


above, into which he arrives, with 


the Crowns and Acclamations of 
Angels. | : 


IV. Therefore may our Saviour 
grant us, that from hence beginning 
our Diſcourſe, we may lay open thoſe 
things that be true, convenient, and 
conducing to the Salvation of the 
Brethren. Firſt, Of Hope it ſelf. 
Secondly, Of thoſe things that lead to 
Hope, He indeed giveth m_ to 
them that want, and teacheth thoſe 


that ask, fets them free from Igno- 


rance, and ſhakes off their Deſpair. 
(Now Jam) bringing in again thoſe 
TY | B 4 Words 
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Words concerning the Rich Men, 
who become their own Interpreters, 
and expound for themſelves. It is 
no pleaſure to you to hear again thoſe 
Words in the Goſpel, which have 
ere now put you in Diſorder, being 
heard without due Examination, and 
by reaſon of your Infancy, not with- 


out Error. And when he was gone 


| forth into the Higb-way, 
Mark 10. there came one and kneeled, 


17,18, C. ſaying unto him, Good Ma- 


fter, what good thing ſball | 
J do that I may inherit Eternal Life? * 
And TFeſus ſaid unto him, Why calleſt 
thou me Gocd ? there is none good but 
one, that is, God. Thou knoweſt the Com- 
mandments, Do not commit Adultery, do 
not fteal, do not bear falſe witneſs, Ho- 
nour thy Father and Mother. And he 
anſwered and ſaid unto him, All theſe 
things have I abſerved from my Touth. 
Then Jeſus beholding him, loved him; 
and ſaid unto him, One thing thou lackeſt, 
if thou wilt be perfect, 2 whatſoever 
thou haſt, and give to the Poor, and thou 
ſhalt have Treaſure in Heaven; and wy 
910 ad 
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and follow me. And he was ſad at that 


ſaying, and went away ſorromful, for he 
had great Poſſeſſions. And Feſus look- 


ing round about, ſaid unto his Diſci- 


ples, How hardly ſhall they that have 
Riches (enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. And the Diſciples were aſtoniſh'd 
at his Words. But Feſus anſwereth a- 
gain, and ſaid unto them, Children, 
how hard is it for them that truſt 
in Riches to enter into the Kingdom. of 


Cod! It is eaſier for a Camel to po 


through the Eye of a Needle, than for a 
Rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of 
God. And they were aſtoniſhd out of 
Meaſure, and ſaid, Who then can be 
ſaved? And Jeſus, looking upon them, 
ſaith, With Men it is impoſſible, but not 
with God : For with God all things are 
poſſible. Then began Peter to ſay unto 
him, Lo! we have left all and followed 
thee. And Feſus anſwered and (aid; 
V. pr T ſay unto you, he that hath left 
Lands, Father and Mother, Brethren 
or Money, for my ſake and the Goſpel, 
ſhall receive an hundred fold, now in this 
time, Lands and Money, Houſes and Bre- 
| thr en, 


_ (fro) 
thren, with Perſecutions, and in the World 
to come Eternal Life. But many that are 


firſt ſhall be laſt, and the laſt firſt. 


V. Theſe things are written in the 
Goſpel according to Mark, 

1 Mat. 19. and in others alſo, in all 
16,09 and things deliver'd alike, with 

uke 18. g 

18, r. a ſmall Change or Varia- 
tion in the Words here 
and there; but all ſhew the ſame A- 
greement in the Saying. But they 
that clearly know, that our Saviour 
teaches all things to them that arc his, 
not as Men are wont, but with. Di- 
vine and Myſtical Wiſdom, ought not 
to hear Words ſpoken carnally, but 
by a due Searching and Knowledge 
to ſeek and to learn the Mind (of 
Chrift) hidden in themſelves. For 
even theſe things, which ſeem to be 
expounded by our Lord himſelf to 
his Diſciples, may be obſerved to-this 
Day, to need not a leſſer, but a-great- 
er Con ſideration, than thoſe things 
which were delivered as in Parables, 
by reaſon of the ſurpaſſing RE 
KITS tnat 
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that is in them; Inſomuch as thoſe 
things which ſeem to be explain'd by 
him to them of his Houſhold, yea, to 
them who are called the Children of 
the Kingdom; ſtill want a greater In- 
tention, than thoſe things which ſeem 
to be ſpoken by him fo plain, that 
none of the Hearers asked to have 
them explained, belonging to the 
whole End of our Salvation; yet are 
(I fay) to be weighed with a wonder- 
ful and heavenly depth of Mind; not 
to be taken in haſtily by the Ears, 
but that we humble our Minds to the 
Spirit of our Saviour, (who is) the 


unſpeakable Counſelor. 


VI. Our Lord and Saviour, no 
doubt, was asked a pleaſing Queſtion, 
and that which was very ſuitable to 
him. The Life was asked concerning 
Life: The Saviour, concerning Sal- 
vation: The Maſter, concerning the 
Heads of the Opinion he taught : The 
Fruth, concerning Immortal Truth: 
The Word, concerning the Word of 
the Father: The Perfect, concerning 

| perfect 


(12) 
perfect Reſt : The Incorruptible, con- 
cerning never-fading Incorruption. 
He was asked about thoſe things, for 
the ſake of which he came down; the 
things he teacheth, the things he de- 
clareth, the things he offereth to prove 
the Sum and Subſtance of the Goſpel, 


that it is Eternal Life: He foreſaw, as 


God, what Queſtion he ſhould be ask'd, 
and what Anſwer he ſhould make: For 
who, rather than the Prophet of Pro- 
phets, and the Lord of every Spirit 
of Prophecy? For being called Good, 
from this very Word he takes occa- 
ſion, and from hence he begins his 
Doctrine; turning the Diſciple to the 
good God, the firſt and only Giver 
of Eternal Life, which 'the Son re- 
ceives from him to give unto us. 


VII. Therefore the greateſt and the 
moſt principal Doctrine of thoſe things 
that appertain to Life, ought preſent- 
ly, from the beginning, to be en- 
grafted in the Mind; wiz. To ac- 
knowledge God to be Eternal, and 
the Giver of Eternal Things, _ 

the 


(13) 
the Firſt, and the Higheſt, the One, 
the Good God, to be poſſeſsd by 
Knowledge and Underſtanding. This 
is the immoveable and unalterable Be- 
ginning, and Foundation of Life, the 


Knowledge of God that truly is, and 


the Giver of the Things that are (i. 
e.) Eternal; from whom others have 
their Being and Continuance. For- 
aſmuch as the Ignorance of him is 
Death; and a cloſe Dwelling with 
him alone, and a Love and Likeneſs 
to him, is Life. 


VIII. Therefore he commands him 
that would have Life indeed, to know 
him (that is, God) firſt: 

Whom no Man knoweth, but Mat. 11. 17, 
the Son, and he to whom the 
Son will reveal him. Thence to learn 
the Greatneſs of our Saviour, and the 
Newneſs of his Grace, which is accord- 
ing to the Apoſtle : The La 
was given by Moſes, but Grace John 1: 19; 
and Truth came by Je ſus Chriſt. _ 10 
And thoſe things which were deliver- 
ed by a Faithful Servant, and thoſe 
7 which 


(14 ) 

which were given by the True Son, are 
not alike. In a Word, if the Law of 
Moſes could have given 
Gat. 2. 21. Life, the Coming of our 
| Saviour himfelf would have | 
Been in vain, and his Suffering for us, 
from his Birth to the laſt Period of 
his Life. In vain alſo had he, whe 
had' kept all the Commandments of 
the Law from his Youth, proſtrating 
kimſelf to another, asked Immorta- 
Hty. He Had not only kept the Law, 
but he had begun preſently, from his 
very Youth. What great and extra- 
ordinary thing is it for Old Age to 
Be free from Offe nces? But if any one, 
in the boiling Heat of Vouth, and in 
the Summer of his Age, has a Ripeneſs 
of Underſtanding, and appears Older 
thaw his Years, he is an admirable 
and famous Combatant, Gray-headed 
in Judgment. But this Man, that was 
ſo Great, was mightily perſuaded chiat 
her was not behind hand as to juſtice; 
but yet he wanted Lift altogether”: 
wherefore he asked it of him, in. 
whoſe Power alone it! wus tò give it- 
ET + | | In 
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In that which pertained to the Law, 


he was very ſecure; but he ſupplicates 
the Son of God; he is carried from 
Faith to Faith, as one that was dan- 
gerouſly toſs'd in the Veſſel of the 
Law ; and having not a fafe Riding, 
he paſſes over to our Saviour. 


IX. And jeſus did not reprove him, 
as if he had not fulfilled all things in 
the Law, but even loved and em- 
braced his ready Obedience in thofe 
things he had learned; but he pro- 


nounceth him Imperfect, as to Eter- 


nal Life, as not having tulbled! thoſe 


things that are perfect; a Doer in- 


deed of the Law, but unactive in the 


true Life. Thoſe things indeed are 


good, who denies it? For 
the Commandment is holy ; Rom. 7. 72. 


thus far, inſtead of a Schaal- Gat. 3. 24. 


Aaſter, with Fear, ande 


previous Inſtructions, leading us to 
the bigheft Attainment af the Law, 


and Grace of ſeſus Chrilt : 


Foy . Chriſt: is the 'Falhaſs of Rom 10. 4; 
the Law for Righteouſneſs %s 


every 


} , 


- 
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every one that believeth ;, not as a Ser- 
vant, making us Servants, but Sons 
alſo, Brethren, and Co-heirs, per- 


forming the Will of the Father. 


X. If thou wilt be perfect, Mat. 19.21. 
Therefore he was not perfect: For 
there is nothing more perfect, than 
Perfection it ſelf. But that Divine 
Queſtion, If thou wilt, manifeſted the 
free Power of Choice in the Man, as 
free; but the Gift in God as Lord. 
He gives to them that are willing, 
and do their utmoſt endeavour, and 
give themſelves to Prayer ; that he 
alone may become their Salvation. 
God doth not compel : Force is an 
Enemy to God. But to them that 
ſeek, he prepares the Way; to them 
that ask, he giveth; and to them that 
knock, he openeth. If thou wilt there- 
fore, if thou wilt indeed, and do'ſt 
not deceive thy ſelf, poſſeſs that thou 
ſtandeſt in need of. One thing thou 
wanteſt, that One thing that remain- 
eth, the Good, which is now above 
the Law, which the Law doth not: 

| . glVe, 
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give, which the Law doth n6t coirs 
tain; which is the peculiar Poſſeſſion 
of the Living. In ſhort, he that had 
fulfilled all the Law from his Youth, 
and proudly made ſuch a Noiſe about 
himſelf, yet with all thoſe things he 
was not able to compaſs this one 
thing, the proper Gift of our Saviour, 
to lay hold of Eternal Life, which 
he ſeemingly would fo fain have had : 
But he went away ſorrowful, heavy 
with the Commandment of (that) 
Life, for which he came to beg. He 
did not really deſire Life, as he pre- 
tended in Words; but he endeavour'd 
only to get the Fame of a good Pur- 
poſe ; and ſo, that he might be care- 
ful about many things, he did not 
care for that one thing : To do the 
Work of his Salvation, he was both 
weak and negligent: Like as our Sa- 
viour ſaid to Martha, that was care- 
ful about many things, and cumbred 
about much ſerving, and repraaching 
her Siſter, becauſe ſhe had left her to 
ſer ve alone; and had gone and ſate at 
his Feet, taking the Eaſe of a Diſci- 

| GC | | ple ; 
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ple: Thou art troubled about many things, 

but Mary hath choſen that good 
Luke 10. 41. part which ſhall not be taken 

away from her. So he com- 
mands this Man to leave off multitude 
of Buſineſs, to cleave to one thing, 
and to rely upon his Grace, which | 
ſets forth Eternal Life. 


XI. What was it then that made 
him go away, and quit his Maſter, 
his Suit, his Hope, Life, and his Per- 
formances he had already done ? Tru- 
iy, Sell what thou haſt. But what is 
the meaning of this ? It does not (as 
ſome, without any more ado, take it 
to be) command him to throw away 
dis Subſtance and Wealth, and leave | 
his Money; but to root out t of his Soul 
_ vain Opinions of Money, immoderate 
Love and Deſire of them, Cares, the 
Thorns of this Life, which choke the 
Seed of Life. It is not ſuch a great 
and zealous matter, raſhly to put a- 
way, and to be deſtitute of Money, 
if it be not upon the account of Life. 


For 25 they that have nothing at 8 
uc 


(19) 


but are deſolate, and go from Day to 
Day begging, the Poor that go by the 
High-ways, and yet know not God, 
nor his Righteouſneſs; (I ſay) at that 
rate to be very Poor, and to want all 
manner of Subſiſtance, and not to have 
the very leaſt things, would make 
Men to be the moſt Bleſſed and Reli- 
gious, and the only Partakers of Eter- 
nal Life. Neither is it a new thing 
to forſake Riches, and to beſtow them, 
upon the Poor and Needy, which even 


a great many have done before the 


Coming of our Saviour : Some upon 
the account of Learning, and for the 
ſake of dead Wiſdom; ſome to acquire 


barren Fame and vain Glory, as the 


Anaxagorians, Democritians, Cratetians. | 


xl. What then? Does he command 
as new and peculiar to God alone, and 
as the only thing that can give Life, 


that thing which brought not Salva- 


tion to Men in old time ? But what 
excellent thing doth the new Creature, 
the Son of God, ſhew and teach? He 
doth not command that which is ap- 
| 4 parent 
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parent to our view, which others have 
done; but ſomething yet greater, and 
more divine and perfect, is ſignified 
thereby, (namely) to ſtrip the Soul it 
ſelf, and the Aﬀections, from Paſſions; 
and to pluck up by the Roots, and 
caſt away what things ſoever are con- 
trary to ſound Mind: This truly is 
the peculiar Leſſon of a faithful Man, 
and a Doctrine worthy of our Saviour. 
But Men in old time have deſpiſed 
outward things, have left and ſold 
their Poſſeſſions; but, I ſuppoſe, have 
increaſed the corrupt Affections of 
their Souls; and upon this grown 
proud, and lifted up, full of vain Glo- 
ry, even to deſpiſe the reſt of Men, 
as if they had done ſomething more 
than Men. How then ſhould our Sa- 
viour recommend to them that would 


Me for ever, ſuch things as would 


bring a Stain, and be hurtful to that 
Life he promiſed? Admit that any 
one, having laid aſide the Burden of 
what he poſſeſſeth, nevertheleſs may 
have ſtill an inbred and growing De- 
ſire and Love of Money. For, having 
d. . thrown 
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thrown away the Uſe thereof, being 
deſtitute, and at the ſame time alſo 
deſirous of thoſe things he had ſquan- 
dred away, he is doubly concerned, 
both for want of Neceſſaries, and for 
Repentance that he had parted with 
them. It is not to be done, nor ever. 
can it be otherwiſe, that he who wants 
Neceſſaries to ſuſtain Life, ſhould. not 
be perplex d, and led aſide by more 
deſirable things, whilſt by every way 
and means he endeavours to come by 
them. BY 
| 1 
XIII. But how much better is the 
contrary, that poſſeſſing a Competen- 
cy, one doth not feel Want himſeif, 
but can help and ſuccour whom be 
ought? What Converſation is there; 
amongſt. Men, if a Man has nothing? 
And what is not this Doctrine found 
contrary and repugnant to many o- 
ther notable Doctrines of our Lord 2 
Make to your ſelves Friends er e 
of the Mam mon of Unrighte- in 16. 5. 5 
7 that when ye fail, | 
th 9 may receive you into everlaſting Hg: 
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bitations. Lay up for your ſclues Treaſures 
in Heaven, where neither Ruſt 
Mat. 6. g. nor Moth doth corrupt, nor 
Thieves break through, nor 
Mat. 25. 35+ ſteal. How can any one feed 
the Hungry, or give Drink to 
the Thirſty, cloath the Naked, entertain 
the Stranger; Which, if one does not, 
he is threatned with Fire and utter 
Darkneſs, if himſelf be in want of all 
theſe things ? Doubtleſs he command- 
ed himſelf to be entertain'd by Zac- 
cheus and Matthew, that were Rich Men 
and Publicans; and yet he did not bid 
them part with their Subſtance : But, 
enjoyning them to do juſtly, and to 
take away unjuſt Judgment; he added, 
. 161 Salvation is come to this 
Luke's. 29. Houſe, inaſmuch as he alſo 
| is the Son of Abraham. Thus 
he Commends the Uſe of them, that 
he might Command their Enjoyment 
alſo; with this Addition, To give Drin 
to the Thirſty, and Bread to the Hungry, 
to. receive the Stranger, and cloath the 
Naked. But if no Body can fulfil theſe» 
Puties without Money, and yet he 
Auel 6e commands 
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commands us to leave Money ; what 
then, I pray, doth our Lord but com- 
mand the ſame things to be given, and 
not to be given; to feed, and not to 
feed; to receive, and not to receive 
to communcate, and not to communi- 
cate ? which is moſt unreaſonable. 


XIV. Therefore our Poſſeſſions are 
5 to be thrown away, which may 
be uſeful to a Neighbour. They are 
called Poſlefſions, becauſe they are poſ- 
ſeſſed; Subſtance, as whereby we ſub- 
liſt, being prepared of God for the 
Uſe of Men. Theſe things are at 
Hand, and lie at our Feet, as Mate- 
rials and Inſtruments, for a good Pur- 
poſe to them that know how to make 
uſe of them. Art thou à Tradeſinan? 
They be ſubſervient to Art: If thou 
haſt 1 no Trade, they make up thy want 
of Skill, being themſelves blameleſs. 
Of what ſort ſvever Riches be, they 
ſerve to that end: Canſt thon uſe 
them with Juſtice ? They adminiſter 
to Juſtice: If any one uſeth them = 

mn they, on the other hand, 
C 4 Sond 
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found Servants to Injuſtice. It is their 
Nature to ſerve, and not to command. 
Therefore we ought not to blame that 
which has of it ſelf neither Good nor 
Evil, being blameleſs. But he. that 
poſleſſeth it may make a good or evil 
Uſe. thereof, as he ſhall find in him- 
ſelf; (that is) the Mind and Judgment 
of Man having Liberty in himſelf to 
uſe, and a free Power to diſpoſe of 
what is given him. Therefore let no 
one make away his Poſſeſſions, but ra- 
ther the vile Affections of his Soul, 
which hinders him from putting them 
to a good uſe ; that, becoming good 
and honeſt, he may be able to uſe them 
well. What we are commanded, by 

leaving our Wealth, and ſelling all 
that we have, is to be underſtood of 
the corrupt Affections of the Soul. 


VV. I ſhalt alfo add, That whereas 

ſome (Riches) are without the Mind, 
others in it; and if the Mind uſe fuch 
things well, they appear well alſo; but 
if evil, they are likewiſe evil. Did he, 
that commanded us to part with our 
IR $30 Riches, 
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Riches, rather reject theſe, which being 
put away, corrupt Aﬀections ſtill re- 
main; or rather them indeed, which be- 
ing deſtroy'd, Poſſeſſions become uſeful ? 
Foraſmuch as therefore any one, that 
caſts away his Worldly Riches, may yet 
be rich in vile Affections, though he 
wants Subſiſtance; the Affection of the 
Mind playing its part, diſquieting and 
weighing down his Reaſon, and kind- 
ling innate Deſires in him; it cer- 
tainly avails him nothing, that he has 
brought himſelf to be poor in Poſſeſ- 
ſions, if he abounds in corrupt Af, 
fections: For he has not caſt away the 
things that ſhould be caſt away, but 
things whoſe uſe are indifferent. He 
hath cut off from himſelf ſerviceable 
things, and by his outward Poverty 
hath ſet on fre the inbred Seed of 
Wickedneſs in himſelf. Thoſe things 
therefore that are hurtful to Wealth, 
are to be rejected; and not thoſe 
things, which, if any one puts to a 
good uſe, may become ſerviceable, yea, 
and thoſe that turn to account alſo, 
if they be manag'd with Prudence, So- 
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briety and Godlineſs. But hurtful 
things are to be put away : But thoſe 
that are from without, do not hurt. 
And therefore our Lord intimateth the 
outward Uſe thereof, by commanding 
to lay aſide, not thoſe things whereby 
Life is ſuſtain'd, but thoſe which might 
uſe them amiſs, which are the Diſtem- 
pers and Paſſions of the Soul. 


XVI. To be Rich in thoſe, brings 
Death to all Men; but their Loſs, brings 
Salvation: From which the Soul ought 
to be cleanſed; that is, made poor and 
naked. So even now, to hear the Voice 

of our Saviour, (ſaying ) 
Mark 10 21. Come and follom me: Who 

himſelf then becomes the 
Way to him that is pure in Heart. 
But the Grace of God dwelleth not in 
an unclean Soul. That Soul is un- 
clean, which is rich in Deſires, and is 
in travel with divers Luſts and World- 
ly Things. Now he that accounts Poſ- 
ſeſſions, as Gold, Silver, and Houſes, 
as the Gifts of God; and miniſtring 
to God, the Giver of them, for the 
. Preſer- 
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Preſervation of Men; knows alſo, that 
he poſſeſſeth theſe things for his Bro- 
ther's ſake, rather than his own; be- 
ing himſelf more Excellent than the 
things he poſſeſſeth: Not a Slave to his 
Poſſeſſions, nor bearing ſuch things a- 
bout in his Soul, ncither fixing nor 
placing his Life in them, but always 


labouring in ſome good and divine 


Work; and if at any time he be forced/ 
art with them, he may bear the 
Lok with the ſame Alacrity of Mind, 
as the Abundance of them. Such a 
one is he whom our Lord 
ronounceths Bleſſed, the Mat. 3. 3. 
oor in Spirit, the imme- 


diate Heir of the Kingdom of Heaven; j 


and not one that cannot be rich and 
live. | 


- XVII. But he chat carries Riches in 
his Mind, and, inſtead of the Spirit of 


God, dears Gold in his Heart, as in a 


Field, and always increaſing his Poſ- 
ſeſſions beyond meaſure, and daily ſee- 
ing greater, groveling upon things be- 
IDW; 100 entangled with the Snares of 


this 


„ 
this World, being but Earth, and to 
Earth he muſt return: How can ſuch 
a one deſire and take care for the King- 
dom of Heaven? A Man that carries 
not a Heart about him, but his Field, 
or his Ore, he will neceſſarily be found 
in thoſe things, in which he is capti- 
vated: For where a Man's 
Mat. 6. 21. Mind is, there will his Trea- 
ſure be alſo. Our Lord 
mentions two ſorts of Treaſures: The 
one Good; For a good Man, out of the 
good Treaſure of his Heart, 
Mat. 12. 35. brings forth that which is 
good: The other Evil; But 
an evil Man, out of the evil Treaſure of 
his Heart, bringeth forth that which is 
evil ; Becauſe out of the abundance of the 
Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh. Foraſmuch 
as ('tis ſaid) there was not only one 
Treaſure in Man; ſo we experience it: 
One, which preſently, in the finding, 
bringeth great Profit; the other, vile 
and unprofitable, an evil Poſſeſſion, 
and which bringeth Loſs, So there is 
a good and a bad fort of Riches, if ſo 
be we know how to part Riches and 
Treaſure, 
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Treaſure, in their Nature, from one 
another; and indeed one ſort of Riches 
are to be poſſeſſed and embraced, and 
another to be rejected and thrown 
away. After the ſame manner is 
Poorneſs in Spirit pronounced Bleſſed : 
For which Reaſon it is added, Mar. 5. 
3. Bleſſed are the Poor. What Poor? 
The Poor in Spirit. And again, ver. G. 
Bleſſed are they that hunger and. thirſt 
rad the Righteouſneſs of God. There- 
ore miſerable are the Poor of ano- 
ther Nature, who have no ſhare in 
God, and leſs of Humane Poſleſſions, 
and taſte not of the Righteouſneſs of 


_ God. 


XVIII. The Rich Men therefore, 
that ſhall hardly enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, are to be ſpiritually, 
and not fooliſhly, rudely, or carnally 
underſtood ; it is not ſo ſpoken. Nei- 
ther is there Salvation in outward 
things, whether they be few or many, 
great or ſmall, whether Noble or Ig- 
noble, of good Report, or evil Report; 
but in the Vertue of the Soul, Faith, 

Hope, 
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Hope, and Love, Brotherly Love, 
Knowledge, Gentleneſs, Humility, and 
Truth ; whoſe Reward is Salvation. 
Neither ſhall any one live for his 
handſome Body; nor on the contrary, 
mall any periſh : But he that uſeth the 
Body that is given him chaſtly, and 
zccorUing to God, he ſhall live; and 
he that defileth the Tem- 

1 Cot. 3. 17. ple of God ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed. For a Man that 

is defor med oo give himſelf up to 
Luſt, and he that is handſome be ſo- 
ber. Neither does Strength and Sta- 
ture of Body bring Life, nor any of 
the Members bring Deſtruction ; but 
the Soul which ufeth them bringeth 
both to paſs. Suffer there- 

Mat. 3. 39, fore, ifs a Man ſmite thee 
on the Face (is a Com- 
mandment) which a Man in Health 
and Strength can obey; and on the 


_ contrary, a weak Man, ont of Peeviſh- 


neſs of Mind, tranſgrefs. So alſo, a 

Man that is Poor and Needy, may be 
found drunk with Luſts; and one that 
is neh in Money (may be) ſober and 


poor 
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r in Pleaſures, ſubject, hearty, clean, 
and chaſt. If therefore the Soul is the 
firſt and chiefeſt thing, that is to be 
made to live, and the (Divine) Virtue 
that is born with it ſaveth, but Wick - 
ed neſs kills; it plainly appears, that 
if ſne be poor in thoſe things wherein 
a Man doth amiſs with his Riches, ſhe 
ſhall be ſaved; and if ſhe be rich in 
thoſe things which are apt to proceed 
from Riches, ſhe ſhall die. Nor ſhall 
we nced any more to ſeek elſewhere 
the Cauſe of this Event, than in the 
Eſtate and Affection of the Soul, both 
as to its obedience to God, and its in- 
creaſe of Malice, and tranſgreſſing the 
Commandments. 


XIX. He therefore is well and truly 
Rich, that is Rich in Virtues, and can 
uſe every State or Condition with Faith 
and Holineſs. But he is falſly Rich, 
who is Rich after the Fleſh, placing 
his Life in his outward Poſleſſions, 
which paſſeth away, and is corrupti- 
ble; and ſometimes becomes another 
Man's: And in the end, it is plain, 

tis 
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*tis no Body's. Again, after the ſame 
manner, he that 1s truly Poor, and 
he that is ſuppoſitious and counters 
feitly Poor; he that is Poor according 
to the Spirit, is the ſpectal Poor; and 


he that is after the World, is of ano- 


ther ſort. To him therefore that 1s 
poor in the World, but Rich in cor- 
rupt Affections; and not to him that 
is Poor in Spirit, and Rich towards 
God; *tis ſaid, Depart from thoſe 
ſtrange Poſſeſſions that are in thy Soul; 
that becoming pure in Heart, thou 
may'ſt ſee God; and, as it is ſaid elſe- 
where, that thou may'lt enter into the 
King dom of Heaven. But how ſhalt 
thou depart from them? By Selling. 
What then? to take Money for thy 
Poſſeſſions, by changing one Riches for 
another, to purchaſe apparent Sub- 
ſtance? No, by no means. But, in- 
ſtead of the former Treaſures of thy 
Soul, which thou deſireſt to ſave, 
bringing in other Riches ſent of God, 
which lead to Eternal Life; Affections 
according to the Command ments of 
God, for which there will be a Be: 
7 | War 
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ward for thee, laſting Honour; Salva- 
tion, and eternal Incorruption. 80 
then thou ſelleſt well what thou haſt, 
making an exchange of the many and 
ſuperfluous things, and thoſe which 
ſhut Heaven againſt thee, for the things 
that are able to ſave. Let the Fleſhly 
Poor poſleſs them, that want theſe : 
But thou, having receiv'd in their 
ſtead Spiritual Riches, may'ſt even 
now have a Treaſure in Heaven. 


XX. The Rich Man that had fulfil- 
led the Law, not underſtanding theſe 
things by a Figure, nor how the ſame 
Man may be Rich and Poor, may have 
and not have Riches, may uſe and not 
uſe the World, went away ſad and 
dejected, forſaking the Condition of 
Life which he could only wiſh for, 
aud not attain to: He himſelf making 
that which was hard for him, to be- 
come impoſſible. For it is hard for a 
Man not to be led aſide, or overthrown 
by. the. preſent Delicacies, and lively 
Allurements of. apparent Riches :- But 
it is not impoſſible in theſe to obtain 


- 
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Salvation, if one withdraws himſelf 
from the Riches which may be felt, to 
the Knowledge and Teaching of God, 
and learns to uſe indifferent things 
well and properly, that ſo he may 
ruſh into Eternal Life. The — 3 


alſo at firſt were afraid and aſtoniſh'd 
At the hearing of what? What! be- 
cauſe they had à great deal of Money. 
Nay, they had long ago even left their 
Nets, Tackle, and Fiſhing-boat, which 
was all they had. Why then did they 
ſay with fear, Who then can 
Mark 10.26. be Tavkd ? They heard full 
well, and like Diſciples, 
that which was very obſcurely ſpoken 
by our Lord in a Parable, and the 
under ſtood the depth of the Words. 
— Ln as it conicern'd the leaving of 
ey, they were in good hopes of 
— Bp Pot becauſe they were con- 
ſcious to themſelves, that they had not 
as yet put off corrupt Affections, (as 
being but lately taught, and newly 
choſen by our Saviour) they were 
greatiy aſtoniſh'd ; they deſpair'd of 


hende, no lefs —_— of him _ 
. a 


_ 
had great Poſſeſſions, and ſo violently 
affected with them, that he preferr'd 
them to Eternal Life. Therefore it 
ſeem'd to the Diſciples a matter of 
preat fear, if both he that had Money, 
and he that travelled with corrupt 
Affections, were reckon'd in the Num- 
ber of Rich Men, and themſelves in 
like manner to be excluded Heaven: 
For thoſe Souls that are pure, and 
free from (evil) Paſſions, ſhall oaly 
obtain Salvation. 


RFI. But our Lord anſwer'd, What 
is impoſſible with Men, is 
poſſible with God. And this Luke 18. 27. 
again is full of great Wiſ- 
dom. For, doubtleſs, a Man endea- 
vouring and labouring in his own 
Strength to ſubdue his Paſſions, avail- 
eck nothing: But if he really becomes 
Fran defirons of this, and uſeth all 
diligence, by the Aſſiſtance of the Power 
of God, he ſhall obtain his deſire; fot 
God aſſiſts willing Minds: But if he 
withdraws from his Diligence, the Spi- 
rit that was given him of God ſhall be 
Oben D 2 alſo 
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alſo taken away. For to ſave the Un- 
willing, 1s the part of him that uſeth 
Force; but to ſave the Willing, of him 
that Indulgeth. The Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is not of Sleepers nor 

Mat. 11. 12. Sluggards, but the Violent 
take it by force. For this 

is the only good Violence, to preſs in 
upon God, and to force Life from 
him: And he that knoweth them who 
ſtoutly, nay violently ſtrive, hath for- 
— and not reſiſted them: For God 
oveth to be overcome in ſuch things. 
Therefore when bleſſed Peter had heard 
theſe things, that choſen, that excel- 
lent, that chief of the Apoſtles, for 
whom alone and himſelf 

Mat. 17. 26. Our Saviour paid Tribute, 
he preſently catch'd, and 

laid hold of the Words. But what did 
he ſay? Le! we have left 

Mat. 19. 28. «ll, and followed thee. All 
jadeed, if he meant all his 

Poſſeſſions, having left perhaps four 
Mites, even all that he had, he might 
greatly boaſt, making it appear, that 
inſtead of theſe he ſhould receive the 
* Kingdom 
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Kingdom of Heaven. But if, as we 
mentioned before, having caſt away 
their Old Poſſeſſions, and their Spiri- 
tual Corruptions, they did tread in the 
Steps of their Maſter, this prepared 
them to have their Names written in 
Heaven: So to follow our Saviour in- 
deed, without Sin, and to arrive at 
his Perfection, and by it, as it were in 
a Glaſs, to adorn and faſhion their 
Souls, and to put on every thing like 
unto him. 


XXII. But Feſus anſwering, ſaid, Ve. 
rily I ſay unto you, be that 
hath left Goods, Parents, Mark 10.29. 
Brethren, and Money, for 
my ſake and the Goſpel, ſhall receive an 
hundred fold. And let not this trouble 
you, nor what is ſaid in harder terms 
in another place: He that 
hateth not Father and Mo- Luke 14. 26. 
ther, and Children, yea and 
his own Life alſo, cannot be my Diſciple, 
The God of Peace doth not command 
2 Hatred, and a Divorce from the 
deareſt things we have, who hath elſe- 
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where commanded us to love our Ene“ 
mies. If we muſt love our Enemies, 
ſo in proportion we mult increaſe our 
Love to them that are near of Kin to 
us; and if we muſt hate them of our 
own Blood, the Word teacheth on the 
other hand, that Enemies are much 
more to be rejected: So one Saying 
ſeems to deſtroy the other. But it 
doth not, nor nothing like it: For 
out of the fame Mind and Affection, 
and by the ſame Rule, one hates his 
Father, and loves his Enemy, when a 
Man does not Revenge himſelf upon 
his Enemy, nor Reverence his Father 
more than Chriſt. In the one, he. 
breaks off his Anger, and ill Offices; 
in the other, his Duty to his Relations, 
if it hinders his Salvation. If there- 
fore one hath an unbelieving Father, 
or Son, or Brother, that is a hindrance 
to his Faith, and an obſtruction in his 
Way of obtaining Eternal Life, let 
him not conſent to him, nor have 
dealing with him; but let him break 
off carnal Converſation out of ſpiri- 
tual Eumity. 

ms XXIII. 
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XXIII. I ſuppoſe the Matter to be 
pleaded thus: On one hand ſeems 
one's Father to ſtand and ſay, * I have 
© begat and brought thee up, follow 
* me; and do wickedly, and obey not 
« the Law of Chriſt; And ſuch things 
as a Man, that is a Blaſphmer, and 
dead by Nature, would ſay. But on 
the other hand, hear our Saviour: 
© 1 have begot thee anew, thou that 
© waſt ill-begotten by the World unto 
© Death : I have ſet thee free, heal'd 
© 2nd redeem'd thee. I will ſhew thee 
* the Face of [Good] God the Father, 
© Call no Man thy Father on Earth, 
© Let the Dead — the Dead, follow 
© thau me: ] will lead thee-into a Reſt 
* of hidden and unſpeakable Good 
© Things, which Eye hath not ſeen, 
f nor Ear heard, nor hath 

© entred into the Heart of 1 Cor. 2. 9, 
{ Man, into which the An- : pet. r, 12, 
els. deſire to look, and 
ce What good chings God hath pre- 
pore for his Saints, and his Sons that 

ve him. I, thy Nauriſher, who 
d dee my elf 55 598 and aa 
— that 
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* that taſted thereof, hath yet ſeen 
© Death; And I, who daily give the 
Drink of Immortality: I, the Teach- 
« er of Super-celeſtial Doctrines; who 
© have ſtrived for thee unto the Death, 
© and have cut off thy Death, which 
© thou haſt deſerved for thy Tranſ- 
© oreſſions, and Unbelief towards God. 
Thou who heareſt theſe Words on both 
ſides, Judge for thy ſelf, and pafs Sen- 
tence 1n the Buſineſs of thy own Salva- 
tion; if thy Brother ſpeaks ſuch things, 
or if thy Son, or Wife, or any one 
elſe ; before all, let Chriſt in thee pre- 
vail, for he ſtriveth for thee. 


XXIV. Thou canſt prefer him alſo 
to thy Money; fay, Surely Chriſt doth 
not envy. But doſt not thou ſee ay 
ſelf overcome thereby, and undone ! 
Let it go, throw it away, hate it, re- 

nnounce it, fly from it: And 

Mar. 5. 29, if thy right Eye offend thee, 
| 7 it out preſently; the 
Kingdom of God is better with one 
Eye, than Fire with the Body whole: 
And if it be thy Hand or thy * 
n N te 
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hate it; for if thou loſe it here for 
Chriſt's ſake, it ſhall be made to live 
in the World to come. 


XXV. Theſe that follow, and what 
has been ſaid already, are to the ſame 
purpoſe : But now at this 
time, ſhall receive Lands, Mark 10.30. 
Money, Houſes and Brethren, 
with Perſecutions. He doth not (here) 
call to Life them that have neither 
Money, Houſes, nor Home, nor Bre- 
thren, when he calFd the Rich : Bur, 
as we ſaid before, Brethren like him- 
ſelf, ſuch as Peter and Andrew, Fames 
and John, the Sons of Zebedee, agree- 
ing with Chriſt, and with one another. 
And to have every one of theſe with 
Perſecution, he does not allow. There 
is one ſort of Perſecution as one meets 
with from without, whilſt Men, either 
through Enmity, or Envy, or Gain, or 

Suggeſtion of the Devil, perſecute the 
Faithful: And another (which is the 
moſt grievous Perſecution) is from 
within; which raiſes in one's Soul 
depraved by ungodly Deſires and 
| wicked 
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wicked Hopes, vain Dreams, rageing 
with Covetouſneſs, mad with Beaſtly 
Luſts, and burning, as pricked with 
Stings and Goads, with corrupt Af- 
fections; imbrued in Blood for out- 
ragious Practices, for Deſpair of Life, 
and Contempt of God. This Perſe- 
cution is the harder, and more grie- 
vous, being raiſed within, always pre- 
ſent ; from which he that would fly 
cannot eſcape, having the Enemy 1n 
himſelf to bear about with him every 
where. Like as a Burning, which is 
apply'd outwardly, worketh a Tryal 
but inwardly bringeth Death: And 
an Accidental (outward) War alfo is 
ſoon put to an end, but a War in the 
Soul laſts till Death. If thou haſt car- 
nal Riches, Brethren, and other Pledges 
of thy own Blood, with ſuch Perſecu- 
tion, let go all Poſleſſion of theſe things 
that tends to evil, get Peace to thy ſelf, 
be delivered from a long Perſecution, 
be conyerted from all theſe things to 
the Goſpel ; Before all things, chooſe 
(Chriſt) gur Saviour, the Protector 
and Comforter of thy Soul, _pd the 
FB | wer 
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Giver of Life which never ſhall have 
an end. Thoſe things that 

are ſeen, are Temporal; but 9 Car. 4. 18. 
thoſe things which are not | 
ſeen, are Eternal. Fading and Tran- 
ſitory Things are in this World, but 
in that which js to come Life Ever- 
_ laſting, 


XXVI. The firſt ſhall be laſt, and the 
laſt firſt. This may be underſtood ſe- 
veral ways, by reaſon of the divers 
Acceptations, and ambiguous Con- 
ſtructions that may be put upon it. 
And the Argument 1s not repeated 
concerning what is preſent, neither” 
has it reſpect to Rich Men only, but 
ſimply to all who have once believed. 
Having brought it thus far, let us 
give over: For, I ſuppole, that what 
propos d is made ſo plain, that no- 
thing of what J promiſed is not made 
out: That our Saviour hath by no 
means excluded Rich Men, nor Riches 
for it ſelf, nor large Poſſeſſions; and 
that he hath not ſtopp'd the Paſſage 
for their Salvation, if ſo be they and 
904 an 
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and will bend their Lives to God's 
Commandments, and eſteem them be- 
fore Temporal Things, and looking to 
the Lord with a ſted faſt Eye, as watch- 
ing the Nod of a good Pilot, to re- 
ceive his Connſel, Commands, and Or- 
der; as, what Signal he will give to 
his Men, whither and from whence to 
ſet Sail. What harm can it be, if any 
one, by Induſtry and Savingneſs before 
ke received the Faith, hath gather'd a 
competent Living? Or what is yet 
more Blameleſs, than if a Man ſhould 
immediately, by God the Giver of 
Life, be plac'd in the Houſe, and plen- 
tiful Stock of this ſort of Men, Rich 
in Money, and Excelling in Wealth ? 
If he ſhould be caſt from Life, becauſe 
he was not of himſelf born among 
Riches, certainly he ſuffers wrong at 
the Hand of God, that made him, to 
be rewarded with Temporal Proſperi- 
ty, and to be depriv'd of Eternal Life. 
What need was there to dig Riches 
aut of the Earth, if they bring Death, 
and be the Authors of it? But if any 
one can inwardly withdraw from the 

| Power 
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Power of Riches, and be meaſurably 
Wiſe and Sober, and ſeek the one 
God, and labour to come to him, and 
converſe with him, he ſtands Poor in 
the Commandment, Free, Invincible, 
without Hurt or Wound from Money, 
But if otherwiſe, a Camel ſhall eaſier 
go through a Needle, than ſuch a Rich 
Man enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. The Camel denotes ſomething 
higher, repreſenting the Rich Man in 
the ſtrait and narrow Way ; which My- 
ſtery of Chriſt you may learn in (my 
Book of) the Expoſition of Principles and 
Divinity; (mention'd in the Third 
Book of Clemens Stromat.) 


XXVII. Let the firſt and moſt con- 
ſpicuous Part of the Parable, and of 
whom it is ſpoken, be explain'd : Let 
it teach the Wealthy, not to neglect 
their Salvation, as if they were pre- 
judged already. Neither are Riches 
to be drowned in the Sea, and not to 
be allow'd of; as if they lay in wait, 
and were Enemies to Life: But we 
muſt learn how, and in what manner 

Riches 
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Riches are to be us'd, and how Life is 
to be purchas d. For neither is he loſt 
altogether, tho* afraid, becauſe he 1s 
Rich; nor yet ſure of Salvation, tho' 
he hopes and believes he ſhall be ſaved. 
Come! let us conſider what Hope our 
Saviour preſcribes for them; and how 
that which is paſt hope, may become 
moſt ſure, and the means to obtain 
what one hopeth for. The Maſter 
then ſaid, being asked, Which is the 
greateſt Commandment ? Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy Soul, 
and with all thy Strength; there is no 
eater Commandment than this; and 
that juſtly, for it declares the Firſt 
and the Greateſt, God himſelf, our 
Father, by whom all things were made 
and do ſubſiſt, and to whom all things 
that are ſaved return again. There- 
fore' he having before loved us, and 
we receiving our Being alſo from him, 
*tis unholy to reckon any thing more 
Antient or Excellent than Him; offer- 
ing only this, our ſmall Thanks, for 
the greateſt Things ; having nothing 
elſe, that we can think of on our part, 
| 0 
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to make a return to a perfect God, 
that wanteth 3 and by that of 

loving the Father with all our Strength 
and Power, we attain to Immortality; 
and by how much more one loves God, 
by ſo much he becomes more intimate 
with him. ; 


XXVIII. The Second in order, and 
noleſs a Duty than the former, he ſays, 
is, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy 
ſelf: Thou muſt love God therefore 
more than thy ſelf., But when he 
that ſpoke with him asked, And who 
is my Neighbour * He did not limit 
dur Neighbour, after the manner of | 
the Jem, to our own Kindred, to a | 
Fellow-Citizen, or a Proſelyte, or one 
that is Circumcifed like them, and 
uſing the ſame Law with them. But 
he brings in a Man going down from 

* Feruſalem to Fericho, and repreſents 
him caſt in the Way, and ſtabb'd by 
Thieves, and half dead; which the 
Prieft paſs'd by, the Levite ſcornfully 
overlook'd ; but which the deſpicable 
and ſeparate Samariran had Compaſſion 
hag” on; 
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on; who came not by Chance, like 
them that paſſed by, but provided of 
thoſe things a Man in danger might 
be in need of, ſuch as Oil, Bindings, 
a Beaſt for Carriage, a Reward for the 
lan-keeper, part in Hand, and a Pro- 
miſe of more: Which of 
Luke 10.36,37. theſe, ſays he, was Neigh- 
bour to him that ſuffered 
Cruelty? And he anſwered, He that had 
Mercy on him. Go thou likewiſe, and fo 
perform the Courteſies of budding Love. 


XXIX. In both the Commaiidments 
therefore he teacheth Love, but diſtin- 
guiſheth it in order; where he giveth 
the firſt part of Love to God, he gives 
the ſecond to our Neighbour. But 
who elſe ſhould he be, but our Saviour 
himſelf? Or who ſhewed more Mercy 
on us, left by the Rulers of the Dark- 
neſs of this World in a manner half 
dead, with many Wounds, Terrors, 
Delires, Rage, Griefs, Deceits, Plea- 
ſures ? Jeſus is the only Phyſician for 
theſe Wounds, cutting up corrupt Af- 
fections altogether by the Roots; not 

; was 
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as the naked Effects of the Law, bear- 
ing the Fruit of Evil, but laying his 
own Ax to the Roots of Wickedneſs: 
Ir is he that poureth Wine (the Blood 
of the Vine of David) into our wound- 
ed Souls; who adminiſtreth Oil from 
the Bowels of the Spirit, and- that in 
great abundance. - This is he that 
looſened the Bands of Health and 
Salvation, Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
He it is that ſubjected Angels, Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, to miniſter un- 
to us, with a great Price. Where- 
fore they ſhall be delivered from the 
Vanity of the World, by the Revela- 
tion of the Glory of the Sons of God. 
We ought to love him therefore even 
as God : He loveth Chriſt Jeſus, that 
doth his Will, and keepeth his Com- 
mand ments. Nor every one 

that ſaith, Lord, Lord, ſhall Mat. 7. 21. 
enter into the Kingdom of 

Heaven, but he that doth the Will of my- 
Father which is in Hæaven- And, Why 
call ye me Lord, and do not 
the things that I ſay? And, Luke 6 46. 
Bleſſed are ye that ſee ndl 
dd E hear 
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hear things which juſt Men and Prophets 
have not ſeen or beard, if ſo be ye do 
| what Ih. 


XXX. He then is the firſt that loveth 
Chriſt; but the ſecond is he that ho- 
noureth, and maketh much of them 
that believe on him. For whatſoever 
one ſhall do to a Diſciple, the Lord 
will accept of, as done to himſelf. 
| Come, ye Heſſed of my Father, 
Mark 25. 34 inherit the Kingdom prepared 
T4 you from the Foundation 
of the World. For I was 4 hungry, and ye 
aue me to eat; I was a thirſty, aud ye 
gave me to drink; I was a firanger, and 
ye took me in; naked, and ye cloathed me; 
fiel, aud ye viſited me; in priſon, and ye 
came unte me. Then ſhall the Fuſt anſwer, 
ſaying ;, Lord, when ſaw we thee hungry, 
aud fed thee ? or thirſty, and gave thee to 
drink? and when ſaw we thee a ſtranger, 
and took thee in? or naked, and cloathed 
thee? or when ſaw we thee ſick, and vi- 
ſeed thee ? or in priſen, came unto 
thee? And the King anſwering, ſbalt [7 
unto them : Herily 12 you, _— 
. | muc 
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much az you have done it unta one of the 
leaſt of theſe my Brethren, you have done 
it wnts me. Again, on the other hand, 
to them that do not theſe things: Ve- 
rily I ſay unto you, in that you have not 
#6 7100 2 one b theſe, you 
heave not dont it unto me. Likewiſe in 
another place, He that re- 

teiveth you, receiverh me: Mat. 10. 40. 
He that doth not receive you, Luke 10. 16. 
aeſpiſerh me. 


XXXI. He calls them both Sons, Chil- 
tren, Infants, Friends, and Little Ones 
here, in compariſon of the Greatneſs 
that will be for them hereafter. De- 
ſpiſe not, ſays he, one of theſe 

tele Ones, for their Angels Mit. 18. 10. 
always ſee the face of my Fa- 
ther in Heaven. And In another place, 
Fear not, little Flock, for it 


' is my Father's Pleaſure to Luke 12. 32. 


give you the 4 Mis 
Heaven. And for this {ſame Reaſon, 
he faith, The leaſt in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, that is Mat. xt. 12, 
to be his Diiciple, i ro dle 
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greater than John; who is the greateſt a- 
mong them that are born of Women. And 
again, He that receiveth a 

Mat. 10. 41. juſt Man or 4 Prophet, in the 
VVVNuame of a juſt Man or Pro- 
phet, ſhall receive their Reward : And. he 
that ſhall give to drink to a Diſciple a Cup 
of cold Water, in the Name of a Diſciple, 
fhail not loſe his Reward. Therefore this 
is the alone Reward that ſhall. not 
periſh. And again, Make to your ſelves 
Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, that when ye fail, they may receive 
you into everlaſting Habitations. Shew- 
ing, that every Poſſeſſion by Nature 
that one poſſeſſeth, is not his own; 
whereas one may, of-this Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, do a juſt and ſaving thing, by 
helping one of them that have an E- 
verlaſting Tabernacle with the Father. 
See then firſt, that thou ſuffer not thy 
{elf to be intreated, nor ſtay to be im- 
portun'd ; but do thou thy ſelf ſeek 
them that are well perſuaded, and that 
are worthy Diſciples of our Saviour. 
That is an excellent Saying of the A. 
poſtle, 2 Cor. g. 7. The; Lord ſpuath g 
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chearful Giver; that loveth to give, not 


ſparingly : As ſowing ſo, that he may 
reap the like, without Murmuring, 


Partiality, or Sadneſs: diſtributing, as 


is the good Work of Charity. It is bet- 
ter yet than this, what our Lord ſaith 
in another place, Give to 

every one that asketh of thee: Luke 6. 30. 
Such loving to give is tru- 

ly of God. And this Doctrine is the 
Sum of all Perfection, not to ſtay to 
be asked, but to enquire thy ſelf, who 
is worthy on whom thou ſhould'ſt be- 
ſtow thy Charity. 


XXXII. Then, that there ſhould be 
ſo great a Reward as an Eternal Ta- 
bernacle appointed for ſuch mutual 
Participation. Oh brave Traffck ! 
Oh Heavenly Market! where one 
buys Incorruption for Money; and 
giving the Periſhing Things of this 
World, he receiveth an Everlaſting 
Manſion in the Heavens. Oh Rich 
Man! if thou art wiſe, ſail to this 
Fair; and if thou muſt needs com- 
pap All the World, ſpare not for 
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Labour and Pains, that thou may'ft 
here purchaſe the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Why do precious Stones and Pearls MF. 
pleaſe thee fo much? or a Houſe, the | 
Food of Fire, or the Mockery of Time, 
which the Approaching of an Earth- 
2 or the Injury of a Tyrant may 
eſtroy? Let thy Deſires be to dwell 
in Heaven, and to reign with God. 
Bven a Man that feareth God, will give 
thee this Kingdom; whoſe receiving 
nf thee here but Things of ſmall Value, 
will make thee an Inhabitant there to 
all Eternity. Intreat him to receive 
of thee; make haſte, ſtrive; be afraid, 
left he ſhould defpite thee : He is not 
commanded to take, but thou to give. 
And our Lord did not fay, Give, he- 
11 ow, Or do good, or help; 
| Lake 16, ut, male 4 Friend. A 
Friend is not made by 
aner giving, but by a long Conner: 
ſation: Bor neither is Faith, Love, or 
perſeverance for one Bay, 
benin but hs that endureth fo the 


_ uſb . 
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XXXIII. But how ſhall a Man give 
theſe things? I will not give only to 


my Friends, but to my Friends Friends. 


But who is this Friend of God? judge 
thou not who is, and who is not wor- 
thy; it may happen thou may'ſt err 
in thy Opinion: For in this doubt, of 
not knowing, tis better to do good 
even to the Unworthy, for the fake 
of the Worthy, than by putting them 
by that are not good, nor to light of 
them that are deſerving; for from toe 
much forbearing, and making a tryak, 
who is, and who is not to be received 
it may come to paſs that thou may'ft 
neglect the Friends of God; the Pu- 
niſhment of which Neglect, is Ever- 
laſting Burning Torments. By givin 

therefore to every one that is Ne 
thou muſt needs certainly find one or 
other of them, whereby thou may'ſt 
be ſaved before God. Fudge not there- 
fore, that thou be not judged: For with 
the ſame meaſure thou mete ſt wit hal, 7 
ſhall be moaſured to thee again. A good 


meaſure prefſed'down, and flakes together, 
and running od, ſhall be reftored to thet, 
S& 
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Open thy Bowels of Compaſſion to all 
them that profeſs themſelves of the 


Number of God's Diſciples; not diſ- 


dainfully looking upon the Body, or 
careleſly ſetting by any one for his 
outward Appearance: Neither if any 
one appears poor, ill-favour'd, or weak, 
ſhould' thou grudge him in thy Mind, 
and turn away from him. This Habit 
outwardly caſt about us, is the occa- 
ſion of our coming into the World, 
that we might be able to go altogether 
into this common School: But within 
dwelleth the Father, who is in ſecret; 
and his Son, who died for us, and roſe 
again with us. 110 


EXXXIV. This Viſible Habit decei- 
veth Death and the Devil; its inward 
Riches, namely, its Beauty, is not ſeen 
by them: And they rage about this 
little Carcaſs, which they deſpiſe as 
weak, being blind as to the ſeeing of 
its inward Poſſeſſions, not underſtand- 
ing how great a Treaſure we bear in 
an Earthen Veſſel, made ſtrong unto 
V5: by the Power of God the Fotos 
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and by the Blood of God the Son, and 
the Dew of the Holy Spirit. But thou 


that haſt taſted of the Truth, and art 


counted worthy of ſo great a Ranſom, 


take care thou be not deceived : But 
contrary to other Men, raiſe to thy 
ſelf an unarmed Army, unfit for War 
or Bloodſhed ; free from Anger, un- 
defiled : Religious old Men, Orphans 
that love God, Widows arm'd with 
Mildneſs, Men adorn'd with Love. 
With thy Riches provide ſuch Guards 
for thy Body and Soul, whoſe Com- 
mander is God, by whom the ſinking 
Ship is lightned, and piloted by the 
only Prayers of the Saints; a violent 
Diſtemper is tamed, and put to flight, 
by the laying on of their Hands; an 
Aſſault of Thieves is diſarm'd and 
plunder'd by Godly Prayers; and the 
Power of Devils is broken and con- 
founded by the working of the Com-" 
mandments, bent as a Bow againſt it. 


XXXV. Theſe are all Soldiers and 
ſtout Guards; none Idle, none Uſeleſs. 


One can importunately petition God 
97241. e 
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on thy behalf; another comfort thee 
in Trouble; another can compaſſio- 
nately pour out Tears and Groans for 
thee to the Lord of the Univerſe 
another teach thee ſomething uſeful 
for thy Salvation; another with free- 
dom reprove thee; another adviſe thee 
with good will: And all love thee 
truly, without Deceit, without Fear, 
without Diſumulation, without Flat- 
tery; ſincerely. O ſweet Attendance 
of Friends! O the bleſſed Service of 
them whom one can truſt ! O the un- 
feigned Faith of them that fear God 
alone! O the Truth of their Words, 
who caunot Lye! O the Beauty of 
their Deeds, who are perſuaded to ad- 
miniſter unto God! to prevail with 
God, to pleaſe God, and not to hu- 
mour thy Fleſh! to ſpeak, but as to 
the King of Eternity, that dwelleth 
in thee. 


XXXVI. All therefore faithful and 
good, excellent towards God, and wor- 
thy of that Calling wherewith they are 
furrounded as a Diadem; nay a 
* i there 
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there are ſome, even now, more choſen 
than the Elect; and by fo much the 


more Excellent, as having tranſported 


themſelves into the Haven, and put 
themſelves in Safety, out of the Storms 
of this World; not willing to ſeem to 
be Saints, and bluſh if any one calls 
them ſo; hiding in the bottom of their 
Heart the unſpeakable Myſteries, and 
being above ſhewing their high Birth 
in the World ; whom the Word calls 
the Light of the World, and 

Salt of the Earth; that i is, Mat.g.13, 14. 
the Seed, the Image and 1 
Likeneſs of God, his truly begotten 
Son and Heir, ſent hither as on a cer- 
tain Progreſs upon the account of a 
great Diſpenſation, and Proportion of 
the Father, by whom the manifeſt and 


hidden r of this World were 


made; ſome for the Service of Men, 

ſome for their Exerciſe, and ſome for. 

their Learning; and all are preſerved, 
as long as the Seed ſhall ſtay here; but 

when it ſhall be gather'd, theſe ſhall 
very ſuddenly be Wes 
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XXXVII. Wherefore ſhould God 
ſhew any more Myſteries of his Love? 
and then thou ſhalt look into the Bo- 
ſom of the Father, whom the only Be- 
gotten Son has revealed : For God 
himſelf is Love, and by Love we lay 
hold of him. (He is) in his inexpreſ- 
fible Nature, a Father ; in his Com- 
paſſion towards us, a Mother. The 

Father, in his Love, put on Woman, 
(as it were;) and the great Sign of it 
is He, whom he begot on himſelf; and 
the Fruit begotten of Love, is Love. 
For this he came down, and for the 
ſake of this he put on Man, and for 
this he williagly ſuffer'd what is com- 
mon to Men; that taking a Meaſure 
of our Weakneſs, whom he loved, he 
might mete unto us again a Meaſure 
of his Power. And when he was to 
be offered, and to-give himſelf a Ran- 


ſom, he left us a new Teſtament: 1 


give you my Love. What, and how 
great a Love is it? He laid down his 
Life for every one of us, the Prize of 
the whole; and he requires this of e- 
very one of us, for one another. If 
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we owe our Lives for the Brethren, 
and that we have mutually {ign'd this 
Covenant with our Saviour, ſhall we 
yet keep back, and lay up the poor, 
foreign, and tranſitory things of this 
World? Shall we ſnut up from one 
another, what in a little time the Fi ire 
ſhall have? John ſays di- 

vinely and carefully, He 1 John 3 14, 
that loveth not his Brother, | 

is a Murderer, the Seed of Cain,a Nurſe- 
Child of the Devil, -that hath not the 
Bowels of God, that hath not the Hope 
of better Things; he is without Seed, 
barren; he is not a Branch of the 
Super-coeleſtial, Ever-living Vine: He 
ſhall be cut down, a GavOUrIng Fire 
attends him. 


| xXXXVII. But 1 thou that Ex- 

cellent Way that leadeth 

ro Salvation. Love ſeeleth 1 Cn, 12. 32. 

fa her own, but is Bounti- «nd 13. 9. 
| towards a Brother; ſhe | 

is ſo knit to him, that ſhe is even in an 

Exſtacy of chaſt Love for 

him: Love coverenh 4 mul- 2 pet. 4 9, 
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13 titude of Sins : Perfeft Love 
fJohn 4. 12. caſteth out Feay + Vaunteth 
1 Gor. 13. 4. not it ſelf, is not puffed up, 
ve jcyceth not in Iniquity, but 
rejoyceth in the Truth: Beareth all things, 
believeth all things, hopeth all things, en- 
dureth all things. Love never faileth : 
Prophecies fail, Tongues fail, Healing 
decays in the World ; but theſe three 
abide, Faith, Hope, and Love, and the 
greateſt of theſe 1s Love; and that juſt- 
ly, for Faith paſſes over, when we are 
perſuaded we fee God for our ſelves ; 
and Hope vaniſheth, when thoſe things 
we hoped for [are come: ] But Love 
arrives at Fulnefs, and increaſes more 
and more, when Perfection is attain'd 
unto. If any one ſhall receive this in- 
to his Soul, tho? he is liable to Sin, 
and tho? he hath done many unlawful 
Works, if he increaſes his Love, and 
receives true Repentance, he may war 
againſt his Failings. Neither ſhall I 
leave thee this to cauſe thy deſpair, 
or to put thee out of hope; if ſo be 
thou learn but what fort of Rich 
Man, and after what manner 2 
: 150 
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Man uſeth his, Subſtance, that hath 
no place in Heaven. 


XXXIX. If then a Man abounding 
in Riches, and he that in Poverty ma- 
keth a hard ſhift to live, may eſcape, 
and can attain to the Eternal Good 
Things: But if it happen, that he 
through Ignorance, or by an unvolun- 
tary Neceſſity, after the Seal of Re- 
demption, ſhall turn aſide to Sin and 
Tranſgreſſion, ſo as wholly to make a 
Shipwrack, he 1s rejected of God to 
all Intents and Purpoſes; but to every 
one that, with Truth from his Heart, 
turns to God, the Gates open, and the 
moſt willing Father receives his truly 
repenting Son: But it muſt be true 
Repegtance, never to be guilty of 
_ thoſe Sins any more, and utterly to 
root out of his Soul thoſe Sins which 
he knew to be his Death: When theſe 
are taken away, God will dwell in thee 
again. For he ſays, There | 
will be 4 great and exceeding Luke 15 7. 
Joy in Heaven, to the Father 
and to the Angels, when one Sinner is con- 
= verted, 
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verted and repeats. Wherefore he cry'd 
ll, I will have Mercy, and 
Ac ccc not Sacrifice : I will not the 
Mat. 9. 13. Death, but Repentance of 4 
Kzck.18.23. Sinner : And if your Sins be 
as Scarlet, I will make them 
as white as Snow; and if they are blacker 
than Soot, I will make them as white as 
Wool. For it is poſſible to God only 
to grant Forgiveneſs of Sins, and nor 
to impute Tranſgreſſions. Foraſmuch 
as the Lord hath commanded us daily 
| to forgive our Brethren that 
Mat. 6. 14. repent : And if we being evil, 
Luke 11. 13. Know how to give good Gifts, 
how much more ſhall the 
Father of Mercies, and the good Fa- 
ther of all Comfort, who is all Bowels 
of Compaſſion, and of great Pity, who 
begets Long-ſuffering, to wait for them 
that turn unto him ? Truly to be con- 
verted, is to ceaſe from Sin, and to 
look back no more. 


XL. God E Remiſſion of what is 
paſt; but of what is to come, every 


one for himſelf; and that is to repent. 


and 
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and be ſorry for what is paſt, and to 
beg a free Pardon from the Father ; 
who alone, of all others, can make 
things that are done to be undone; 
and by his own Mercy, and the Dew 
of the Spirit, blot out Tranſgreſſions. 
For in what things, ſays he, | 
I ſhall find yen; in thoſe I Evang.Apocr, 
ſhall judge you. And he dai- 
ly proclaims the End of all Things. 
So that he that doth well the greateſt 
part of his Life-time, and towards the 
End thereof breaks out into Wicked- 
neſs, all his Labours heretofore become 
fooliſh, being foil'd in the end of the 
Act. On the other hand, he that here- 
tofore lived diſſolutely, may after- 
wards, if he repents in time, recover 
the ill management of much time by 
Repentance : But he muſt uſe great 
diligence; as a Body that hath labour'd 
under a lingering Diſtemper, hath need 
of a more exact Diet, and greater look- 
ing to. O Thief! wilt thou receive 
Forgiveneſs? ſteal no more. O Adul- 
terer! burn no more. O Fornicator ! 
henceforth be chaſt. O Robber ! re- 
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ſtore again, and add thereto. O falſe 
Witnefs! learn Truth. O Swearer ! 
ſwear no more, and break off thy other 
unruly Paſſions, Anger, Luſt, Grief, 
Fear : That upon thy go- 

Mat. 3. 14. ing out, thou may'ſt find 
thy Adverſary, and meet- 
ing him here, to be reconciled to him. 
It is very impoſſible to cut off inbred 
Affections altogether, at once; but by 
the Power of God, and the Prayers of 
Men, and the help of the Brethren, 
Uncere Repentance, and earneſt Medi- 
tations, they may be regulated. 


_ XLE Wherefore the Proud, the 
Powerful and Rich Man, ought by all 
means to apply himfelt to ſome Man 
of God or another, thereby to have 
Strength and Direction from him. 
Revereace. and reſpect one Man at 
leaſt ; accuſtom thy ſelf alſo to hear 
one Man's ſpeaking with freedom, 
whoſe Reproofs may be both ſmarting 
and healing. Neither is it good for 
the Eyes to be always intent upon 
pleaſing Objects, but now and then to 
58 weep 
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weep alſo, and to be made to ſmart, 
thereby to grow ſtronger : So there is 
nothing more deſtructive to the Soul 
than continual Pleaſure; it is blinded 
with Diſſoluteneſs, unleſs it be kept 
immoveable by a Word ſpoken with 
freedom. Fear him, when he is an- 
gry; grieve with him, when he groans; 
and reverence him, when he is ap- 
peaſed; and prevent him, when he en- 
treateth againſt a Puniſhment. Let 
him watch and pray many Nights for 
thee; appeaſing God with his uſual 
Supplication. Neither doth God har- 
den his Bowels againſt his Children 
that pray unto him: He will pray for 
thee with a pure Miad, if he be re- 
ſpeed of thee as a Meſſenger of God, 
and in nothing made fad by thee, but 
for thy ſake : This is un- 7 
feigned — God Gal. 6. 7. 
is not mocked ;, nor doth he 
lend an Ear to vain Words: He alone 
ſearcheth the Marrow, and Reins of 
the Heart; and hears plainly them 
that are in the midſt of Flames; and 
hearkens to them that ſupplicate him 
g F 2 out 
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out of the Whale's Belly, and is near 
to all them that believe; and far from 


the Ungodly, unleſs they repent. 


XLII. That thou may'ſt be well af- 
ſured, yet more; if ſo be thou truly 
repenteſt, that Salvation worth hear- 
ing attends thee. Hear a Story, which 
yet is not a Story, but a true Nar- 
ration delivered by the Apoſtle John, 
and worthy of Remembrance. 

When after the Death of the Ty- 
rant, he had returned to Epheſus from 
the Iſle of Patmos; being deſired, he 
went to viſit the Neighbouring Places 
of the Gentiles; partly to appoint Bi- 
hops, and ſettle whole Churches; and 
God's Miniſters, every one of them 
that were choſen, and marked out by 
the Spirit: And coming to a certain 

* 2 City, not afar off, (whoſe 
Smyna. Name alſo ſome People 

| mention) and other Places, 
comforting the Brethren ; and ſeeing 
a young Man, of an agreeable Stature, 
and of a graceful Countenance and Diſ- 


poſition; he looked upon the Biſhop of 
290 the 
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the Place, and ſaid, I charge thee to 
take all care of this young Man, in the 
preſence of Chriſt and his Church. He 
took him, and promiſed John to per- 
form all things * ſaid, who urg'd and 
preſs'd the ſame thing over again. 
And when John was gone to Epheſus, 
the Presbyter took the young Man, 
deliver'd to him, to his own Home, 
and brought him up, reſtrain'd him, 
and made much of him : But after- 
wards he ſlackned his great Care and 
Watching over him, as having ſet the 
Seal of the Lord for a perfect Watch 
over him. But when the young Man 
had Liberty ſomething too ſoon, ſome 
of his idle looſe Companions, that 
were accuſtom'd to all manner of evil 
Courſes, debauch'd him. Firſt, they 
draw him in with many coſtly Treats: 
Then carry him out with them to rob 
in the Night; ſtill encouraging him 
to greater Miſchiefs, till he was by 
little and little accuſtom'd. And out 
of Greatneſs of Spirit, being aſtoniſh- 
ed; as a ſtrong hard-mouth'd Horſe, 
out of the right way, bites the Bridle, 
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and runs headlong more eagerly : S6 
likewiſe he having utterly caſt away 
all hopes of Salvation from God, he 
contrived in his Mind no ſmall Mat- 
ters, but committing great Villames, 
in that he was once loſt, he thought 
to ſuffer like the reſt : Therefore ta- 
king them together, and forming a 
Gang, he became their active Captain, 
as being the moſt Violent, Bloody, and 
the Hardieſt of them all. Within a 
little while after, ſome Buſineſs falling 
out, call'd John that way; who, when 
he had ſettled all things he came about, 
ſaid to the Biſhop, Come, give us the 
Pledge which our Saviour and I recom- 
mended to thee in the Preſence of the 
Church thou art ſet over. The Biſhop 
was aſtoniſh'd at firſt, as ſuppoſing 
himfelf to be charg'd falfly about ſome 
Money he never had received; and 
how to believe he had that which he 
never receiv'd, or how to diſtruſt John, 
he could not tell. — as ſoon as John 
ſaid, 7 demand the young Man, and the 
Soul of my 1 "The Old Man, 
ferching + a deep Sigh, and all in T ears, 
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anſwer'd, He is dead. How! ſays John; 
what kind of Death did he die of? He is 
. dead to God, (ſays he) he is grown wicked 
and diſſolute, in ſhort, a High-way-man; 
and now he 1s poſſeſſed of the Mountain 
over againſt the Place of the Aſſembly, 
with a Guard like himſelf. When the 
Apoſtle heard this, he rent hisCloaths, 
and beat his Head, ſaying, I appointed 
thee a fine Keeper of thy Brother's Soul: 
But get me ready a Horſe and a Guide 
preſently. As ſoon as he had them, he 
rid away ſtrait from the Place of the 
Aſſembly; and when he was come to 
the Mountain, he was taken by the 
Thieves that were upon the Watch : 
He neither fled, nor intreated them, 
but cry'd, To this end I came, carry me 
to your Captain; who in the mean time 
ſtay'd for him in Arms, as he was. 
But when he knew John, as he drew 
near, he ran away for ſhame. But 
John, forgetting his Age, purſu'd him 
with all his Might; crying, Son ! why 
doſt thou fly away from me, thy old un- 
armed Father? Son, have pity on me, 
be. not afraid, thou baſt ſtill hope of Life: 
F 4 I will 
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J will anſwer to Chriſt for thee ;, and if 
there be occaſion, I will ſuffer Death for 
thee, as our Lord did for us; I will lay 
down my Life for thine : Stand, believe, 
Chriſt ſent me. Having heard him, at 
firſt he ſtood ſtill, looking downwards; 
then he threw down his Arms; and 
afterwards trembling, he wept bit- 
terly. Coming near alſo to the Old 
Man, he embraced him, making his 
Apology, as well as he could, with 
pitiful Lamentations, and being bap- 
tized as it were the ſecond time in 
his Tears; hiding only his right Hand. 
But the Apoſtle engaging and proteſt- 
ing he had got his Pardon from our 
Saviour, praying kneel'd, and kiſſing 
his right Hand, purged as it were now 
with Repentance, brought him back 
into the Church; and making requeſt 
for him with abundant Prayers, ſtri- 
ving together with him, with frequent 
Faſtings, calming his Mind with di- 


vers attractive Words, and left him 


not (as they ſay) till he had confirmed 
him in the Church; giving a great 
Example of true Repentance, and a 
a | I large 
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large Token of Regeneration, and a 
Monument of the future Reſurrection, 
[when, in the End of Time, the An- 
gels ſhall receive them that truly repent 
into heayenly Tabernacles] greatly Re- 
joycing, ſinging Hymns, and opening 
the Heavens. But above all, our Sa- 
viour himſelf receives us firſt, ſending 
forth a Light, which cannot be dark- 
ned, leading unto the Boſom of the 
Father, into Eternal Lite, into the 
Kingdom of Heaven: He that heliey- 
eth theſe things, and God's Diſciples, 
and God being his Surety, in the 
Words of the Prophets, Evangeliſts, 
and living therein, both hearing and 
doing the Works, at his laſt going 
out, "he ſhall ſee the End and clear 
Proofs of theſe Doctrines. He that re- 
ceiveth an Angel of Repentance here, 
ſhall not repent then, when he ſhall 
leave the Body; neither ſhall he be 
confounded, when he ſhall ſee our Sa- 
viour coming with hisGlory and Hoſt; 
nor ſhall he de afraid of the Fire. But 
if any one 1s perſuaded to continue, 
and fin on daily in Pleaſure, and pu 
ers 
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fers Luxury here before Eternal Life, 
and turns his Mind from our Saviour 
that grants Forgiveneſs ; let him not 

et accuſe God, nor Riches, in that 
ne fell, and of his own accord loſt his 
own Soul. But to him that looks for 
Salvation, and with Importunity and 
Violence ſeeks to obtain true Clean- 
ſing, and unchangeable Life; the good 
Father which is in Heaven will give 
it: To whom, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
Lord of the Living and of the Dead, 
and through the Holy Spirit, be Glo- 
ry, Honour, Strength, Eternal Ma- 
jeſty, both now and always, from Ge- 
neration to Generation, and for ever, 
and for evermore. Amen. 


Part 
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Part if Clem. 8 5 


Unclotwocmnt. 


Taken out of Nicetas Metrapolitan of 
Heraclea's Expoſition upon JOB, 
os 7. Ver.21. 


*HE Words of Fob may be better 
underſtood- thus: Naked from 
Vice and Sin, as ou of my Mother's 
Womb, was I formed of the Earth in the 
beginning : > naked ſhall I return thither” 
gain: But not of Poſſeſſions, for that 
is mean and vulgar; but from Vice and 
Sin, and from that dark Idolatry that 
follows them that have lived unjuſtly. 
According to that which is in every 
Body's Mouth, Even all Men are born 
naked, and are carried out again 
naked, bound up in a Winding-Sheet 
only. But God hath prepared for us 
another Life, and hath made this pre- 
ſent Life the High-way to it; ap- 
pointing the Uſe of + Poſſeſſions as 
Voyage-Proviſion only; and * we 
| ave 
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have once paſS'd this Way, the Riches 
of our Poſſeſſions forſake us. There 
is nothing of all we have is our own, 
except one Poſleſſion, that is, Godli- 
nes; of which, Death when it comes 
will not rob us; but of all other 
things. he ſtrips us, even whether we 
will or no. We all receive a Portion 
to ſuſtain Life, and every one having 
gathered this Fruit thereof, goeth a- 
way, leaving a very ſhort Monument 
of Life; and this is the End of all 
Humane Felicity, and the Period of 
the Good Things of this World. Well 
therefore may an Infant, putting his 
Head out of his Mother's Womb, be- 
gin with a Cry, and not with Laugh- 
ter. He weeps, as crying out againſt 
Life, by which he is made to taſte the 
_ Gifts of Death from his very firſt be- 
ginning. As ſoon as he is born, he 
gets the Breaſt with his Hands bound, 
and his Feet bound with fwadling 
Bands. OhOriginal of Life, the Fore- 
runner of Death! An Infant juſt come 
to Life, without any more ado, has 
the Dreſs of dead Men brought and 
id "I put 
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ut upon him. Nature puts them 
12 mind of their latter End. Where- 
fore a new-born Child crying out, 
calls as it were to his Mother in La- 
meatations after this manner: 0 
Mother! why haſt thou brought me 
forth to this Life, in which to live, 
© iS an advance towards Death ? Why 
© haſt thou brought me into a Lite of 
© many Troubles, in which, as ſoon as 
© I am born, ſwadling Bands are the 
© firſt thing 1 have? mY haſt thou 
© engaged me to ſuch a Lite, in which 
©even Youth is pitifully hurry'd up 
© and down, before Old Age comes ; 
© which, when it is come, is to be 
© ſhunn'd as the Harbinger of Death ? 
O Mother! the Race of Life is dread- 
© ful, it bringeth Death to them that 
© run the Courſe. We have a miſerable 
Road of Life, having the Grave for 
an Inn, to them that walk in it. We 
ſail in a difficult Sea of Life, about 
which Hell as a Pirate hovers. Man 
alone, of all Creatures, is born naked, 
without Arms or Cloathing bora with 
him. Not as if he was thereby infe- 

rior 
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fior to .all other Living Creatures ; 
but that our Naked neſs, and our bring- 
ing of Nothing along with us, ſhould WF 
work in us Carefulneſs, and Careful- 
neſs diſcover Prudence, and drive a- 
way Idleneſs, and bring in Arts againſt 
Want, and find out many Inventions. 
For he that 1s naked 1s very cunning, 
ſpurr'd on by Neceſlity, as a Goad ; 
how to ſhelter againſt Showers, how 
to fence againſt Cold, how to ward off 
— Blows, how to till the Ground, how 
to awe wild Beaſts, how to tame the 
ſtrongeſt Creatures. For being wet, 
he built a Roof; being pinch'd with 
Cold, he found out Cloathing ;. being 
ſmitten, he contrived a Breaſt-plate ; 
his naked Hands being ſcratched all 
Bloody with Thorns in tilling the 
Ground, he deviſed the help of In- 
ſtruments; being expoſed naked a Prey 
to wild Beaſts, he found out of Fear 
an Art to frighten them that made 
him afraid. His Defenceleſs Condi- 
tion found out one thing after ano- 
ther, that even Nakednefs might be a 
Grace and Gift of God. "En 
+012 | Job, 
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Fob, being made bare of Money and 
Poſſeſſions, of a brave and numerous 
O ſpring, and all taken away in a 
little time, cry'd out in this thankful 
Expreſſion, Naked came I out of the 
Womb, Naked ſball T return thither: To 
God, without doubt, and to the State 
and Reſt of the Bleſled. 


— * 6 — 


Out of Clem. Alexandrinus's 


PADAGOGUE. = 


Hymnus ad Frasgasum. 
17 Chaplet, Maſter, Ito thee preſent, 
Ty'd with a Twine of Words, wich 
r00d intent; «ug 
I gather'd it in a pure untainted Field, 
Irs full Poſſeſſion to thee I freely yield > © 
As the laborious Bee, her Honey Comb,. - 


The beſt and _ in her Thighs brought home, 


Picks out a Preſent to the Maſter Bee. 

(I am, tho* mean, a Servant unto thee.) 
"Tis meet, for all thy Counſels unto me, 
To celebrate rhy Name with Praiſes free. 


O King 4 


* - 
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o king "oj ! from whom all Good — 
"Under whoſe Guidance good Men all cones. 
Thou baſt all Things, (who can thy Wortlyre- Os 
hearſe?) © | | 
Thou art the Father of the Univerſe. | 
"Tis thou the, Heavens into a Mould did caft, 
And by thy Eternal Word did make them faſt. 
Thou mad ſt the Light and alſo mad ſt the Day, 
The Stars which in unerring Paths do ſtray : 
Thou-mad'ſt the Globe, both Earth and Sou to 
ſtand; | 
TheTears encircling meaſur ure'sat thy FELONY : 
The Spring hot Summer, Autumn, Winter cold, 
Their uninterrupted Comely Order hold. 
Out of Confuſion, without form and void, 
Thou mad ſt all Beauties we are by us enj oy d. 
Grant me, the Life thou gav'ſt me well to lead; 
And upon "al 7 do, thy Bleſſing ſpread 
All thy divine Commands to 5 and do”; 
Always to praiſe thee, and thy Wiſdom bes; - 
The Euerlafing Word, which now awells with 
/ 7 
Which ever was, and evermore will be. 


Not Poverty. nor Riches to me give, 
With Food convenient let me always live. 


And Father, when thou tak ſt away my Breath, 
a8 Let me obtain 4 Righteous Ter e 
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